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The 5th European Plant Senescence 

Network Meeting   

Wokefield Park, Near Reading, UK  

 

Scientific and Social Programme  

Tuesday 31 st August  

14.00 onwards  Arrival and registration in the Executive Centre 

18.30    Buffet dinner available from Steam Bake Grill in the Executive Centre 

 Private bar on the terrace in the Kingfisher Room, Executive Centre 

19.30   Welcome (Carol Wagstaff and Tony Stead) 

19.40 ï 20.40 Welcome and Introduction 

   Private bar and main bar both open 

 

Wednesday 1 st September  

07.00 ï 08.30  Breakfast in Steam Bake Grill in the Executive Centre 

(a reception desk will be manned from 08.30 in the Mansion House) 

 

Session 1 (S1). Lincoln Room, Mansion House  

SENsys. Chair: Sid Thomas (Aberystwyth, UK)  

09.00 ï 09.40 Susheng Gan (Cornell University, USA)  

   Translational research on plant senescence: from bench to bank 

09.40 ï 10.20 Vicky Buchanan -Wollaston (University of Warwick, UK)  

   Network interference to identify regulators of Arabidopsis leaf senescence 

10.20 ï 10.50 Coffee/Tea break 

10.50 ï 11.30 Paul Dijkwel (Massey University, New Zealand)  

   Evolution of ageing in plants 

11.30 ï 12.00  Haya Friedman (The Volcani Center, Israel)  

 Mitochondrial ROS-related events occurs early during extended darkness 

 as determined by analysis of microarray and reduction-oxidation sensitive 

 GFP 

12.00 ï 12.20  Discussion topic  

  Phenotypic analysis of senescence ï generating quantitative data for mod

 elling  

 

12.20 ï 13.20    Lunch in Old Lounge, Mansion House 
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Session 2 (S2). Lincoln Room, Mansion House.  

EcoSEN. Chair: Tony Stead (Royal Holloway University of London, UK)  

13.20 ï 14.00 Marco Archetti (Harvard University, USA)  

 On the adaptive value of autumn colours: photoprotection or coevolution? 

 Evidence from the domestication of apple. 

14.00 ï 14.40 Helen Ougham and Luis Mur (Aberystwyth University, UK)  

   The real reason why leaves turn red in autumn? 

14.40 ï 15.10 Lars Björkén (Umeå Universitet, Sweden)  

   Girdling and Fertilization Effects on Senescence in European Aspen  

15.10 ï 15.40 Coffee/Tea break 

15.40 ï 16.20  Sergi Munné -Bosch (Universitat de Barcelona, Spain)  

 Role of salicylic acid in the regulation of leaf senescence: an ecophysiologi-

 cal perspective. 

16.20 ï 16.50  Marta OŔate (Universitat de Barcelona, Spain) 

   Centenarians and so young: a relict herbaceous perennial defying ageing 

16.50 ï 17.30 Astrid Wingler (University College London, UK)  

   Senescence, flowering and temperature networks in annual and perennial 

   herbs 

 

17.30 ï 19.00 Posters (P) with beer and wine reception in Old Lounge  

19.00   Dinner in Steam Bake and Grill, Executive Centre 

 

Thursday 2 nd September  

07.00 ï 08.30  Breakfast in Steam Bake Grill, Executive Centre 

 

Session 3 (S3). Lincoln Room, Mansion House  

ModelSEN. Chair: Paul Dijkwel (Massey University, New Zealand)  

09.00 ï 09.40 Klaus Humbeck (Martin -Luther Univ. Halle -Wittenberg, Germany)  

 Senescence-specific differential histone modifications and restricting of 

 chromatin in Arabidopsis thaliana and Hordeum vulgare 

09.40 ï 10.20 Karin Krupinska (Christian -Albrechts -Universität zu Kiel, Germany)  

   Retrograde signalling in the control of leaf senescence 

10.20 ï 11.10  Coffee/Tea break 

11.10 ï 11.40 Jos Schippers (Max Planck, Potsdam -Golm, Germany)  

 Cytokinin induced age-signals allow for early ethylene-induced leaf sense

 cence in Arabidopsis thaliana 
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11.40 ï 12.10 Basanti Biswal (Sambalpur University, India)  

 Reprogramming of sugar metabolism during leaf senescence of Arabidop-

 sis thaliana: Loss in photosynthesis is accompanied by the enhancement in 

 the activity for degradation of cell wall polysaccharides 

12.10 ï 12.30 Business meeting  

   Location and timing of next SENnet meeting. 

 

12.30 ï 13.30 Lunch in Old Lounge  

 

 

Session 3 (S3) continued. Lincoln Room, Mansion House  

ModelSEN. Chair: Karin Krupinska (Christian -Albrechts -Universität zu Kiel, Ger-

many)  

13.30 ï 14.10 Amnon Lers (Volcani Centre, Israel)  

   Nucleic acid degrading enzymes are involved in PCD associated with se

   nescence and abscission but do they have additional functions? 

14.10 ï 14.40 Salma Balazadeh (Max -Planck -Institut, Potsdam -Golm, Germany)  

   Towards gene regulatory networks of senescence controlling NAC factors  

14.40 ï 15.10 Anja Smykowski (University of Tübingen, Germany)  

 G-box binding factor 1 regulates the onset of leaf senescence in Arabidop-

 sis thaliana and is regulated post-translationally 

15.10 ï 15.40 Coffee/Tea break 

15.40 ï 16.20 Stefan Hörtensteiner (University of Zurich, Switzerland)  

 Chlorophyll breakdown: pheophytinase not chlorophyllase cleaves phytol- 

 and forms a multiprotein complex with other chlorophyll catabolic enzymes 

16.20 ï 17.00  Hilary Rogers (Cardiff University, UK)  

   SAG21: a gene at the interface between senescence and stress responses 

 

17.00 ï 19.00 Playtime! Time to make use of the facilities at Wokefield Park. Mini spa 

   packages available, archery, ropes course, giant garden games, golf, ten-

   nis, swim, sauna.  

19.00 ï 19.30 Drinks reception in Maple bar/terrace  

   (sponsored by the Journal of Experimental Botany)  

19.30   Gala Dinner in Lincoln room 
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Friday 3 rd September  

07.00 ï 08.30  Breakfast in Steam Bake Grill, Executive Centre  

 

Session 4 (S4). Lincoln Room, Mansion House  

CropSEN. Chair: Susheng Gan (Cornell University, USA)  

09.00 ï 09.40 Cornelius Barry (Michigan State University, USA)  

   Senescence and fruit ripening: similar processes but diverse outcomes 

09.40 ï 10.10 Carol Wagstaff (University of Reading, UK)  

   Manipulating Silique Development in Relation to Whole Plant Resource 

   Allocation 

10.10 ï 10.40   Peter Walley  (University of Warwick, UK)  

   Unraveling the polygenic nature of senescence in Brassica oleracea L. var. 

   talica. 

10.40 ï 11.10  Coffee/Tea break 

11.10 ï 11.40 Laura Graham (R&G Fresh Herbs, UK)  

   Pre- and post-harvest challenges that determine the shelf-life and quality of 

   cut fresh herbs. 

11.40 ï 12.10 Laia Arrom  (Universitat de Barcelona, Spain)      

   Interplay between sucrose and hormones in the regulation of floral develop

   pment in Lilium 

12.10 ï 12.40 Tony Stead (Royal Holloway University of London, UK)  

   Closing remarks and presentation of prizes kindly sponsored by R&G  

   Fresh Herbs, Tozer Seeds and Humber VHB  

 

12.40   Lunch in Lincoln room 

14.00    Depart 
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Site Information 

 

 

 

An ATM machine is available in the Executive Centre. 

 

Free Wi-Fi is available in all areas of the conference 

centre. 

 

Taxis can be booked through the reception in the  

 Executive Centre. 
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